AOS 43 Curriculum

Grade 6 English Language Arts
Reviewed July 15, 2011

Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

A.  READING

Reading genres

· Read and make generalizations from texts, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
· Use a range of before, during, and after reading strategies to deepen understanding of the author’s message.
· Read fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.

· Describe external and internal conflicts of the characters and its effect on the plot such as man vs. nature, man vs. self.
· Analyze the influence of the setting on the conflict and its resolution, including subplots and climax.
· Identify narrator and/or main character in a selection.
· Explain the difference between first-person and third-person narration.
· Explain the effects of common literary devices such as foreshadowing, flashback, personification, simile, and irony.
· Identify how meaning is conveyed in poetry through figurative language, rhythm, alliteration, and rhyme.
· Read various informational texts, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
· Create and revise questions that can be answered by using text.
· Identify the text structures of informational publications.
· Identify and trace the development of an author’s argument, point of view, or perspective to aid comprehension.
· Use specific strategies (e.g., rereading, consultation) to clear up confusing parts of a text.
· Make reasonable statements and conclusions about the text and support them with evidence.
· Follow multiple step instructions within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

A.  READING (CONTINUED)

Reading genres continued

· Identify the information in persuasive texts, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
· Recognize organizational patterns of compare/contrast to aid in comprehension.
· Evaluate and summarize the author’s position or perspective.
· Distinguish between facts and opinions and identify supported inferences.
Vocabulary

· Demonstrate ownership of appropriate vocabulary by effectively using a word in different modes and for different purposes.
· Determine the meaning of unknown words by using a variety of strategies such as context, dictionary, and thesaurus.
· Use phonics, word parts, and word relationships when necessary to maintain fluency and meaning.
Fluency

· Fluently and accurately read text, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
B.  WRITING

The writing process

· Revise drafts to improve focus and effect and voice, incorporating, when appropriate, peer feedback.
· Produce legible final drafts.

· Edit for correct grammar, usage, and mechanics with minimal assistance.
· Use stylistic devices to clarify, enhance, and develop ideas.
Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

B.  WRITING (CONTINUED)

Writing for a variety of purposes

· Determine a purpose for writing.

· Decide which information to include to achieve the desired purpose.

· Produce writing to achieve a specific purpose.

· Write narratives that convey complex ideas, observations, events, or reflections.

· Establish a plot (or other narrative structure), point of view, setting, conflict, climax, and resolution.
· Develop characters.
· Write academic essays that state a clear position, supporting the position with relevant evidence.
· Summarize and paraphrase and/or explain information from reading, listening, or viewing.
· Write thesis-driven essays that build a logical argument excluding extraneous information and differentiating between facts and opinions.
· Write persuasive essays addressed to a specific audience for a particular purpose.
· Employ a variety of persuasive techniques, including presenting alternate views objectively or addressing potential counterclaims in a thesis-driven essay to influence the opinion, belief, or position of others.
· Convey specific requests for detailed information.
Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

C.  RESEARCH AND MEDIA
Research and media
· Determine the nature and extent of information needed.
· Locate and access relevant information.
· Demonstrate facility with note-taking, organizing information, and creating bibliographies.

· Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

· Evaluate and verify the credibility of the information found in print and non-print sources.
· Use additional sources to resolve contradictory information.
· Summarize and interpret information presented in various sources, and/or from fieldwork, experiments, and interviews.
· Present findings, paraphrasing and quoting sources and using proper citation.
· Use information ethically and legally.
· Identify the various purposes, techniques, and/or effects used to communicate auditory, visual, and written information found in different forms of media.
· Explain the role of the media in shaping opinions.
· Note instances of bias, stereotyping, and propaganda.
D.  LANGUAGE

Language

· Use forms of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives and their modifiers, adverbs, prepositions, transitions, conjunctions and interjections.
· Use compound-complex sentences.
· Use active and passive voices effectively in dialogue.
· Apply the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling to communicate effectively.
Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:

E.  LISTENING AND SPEAKING

Listening and speaking

· Adjust listening strategies to understand formal and informal discussion, debates, or presentations, and then apply the information.
· Ask appropriate clarifying questions.

· Summarize and apply information presented.

· Acknowledge and build upon the ideas of others.
· Adjust speaking strategies for formal and informal discussions, debates, or presentations appropriate to the audience.
· Organize and present information.
· Adjust volume, tone, eye contact, and gestures to suit the audience.

· Use conventions of Standard American English.
· Seek feedback and revise to improve effectiveness of communication.
· Select appropriate media, relevant to audience and purpose, that extend and support oral, written, and visual communication (radio broadcast).
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