AOS 43 Curriculum

Grade 3 English Language Arts
Revised 7.22.11

Upon successful completion of this class, students will be able to:


A.  READING 
Reading skills
· Use a range of strategies as they read.

· Demonstrate use of appropriate vocabulary in context and for a variety of meanings.
· Determine the meaning of unknown words by using a variety of strategies.
· Fluently and accurately read text, within a grade-appropriate span of text complexity.
Reading comprehension
· Identify the author’s purpose to describe, explain, persuade, entertain, and inform.

· Make and justify conclusions about the motives of characters and the consequences of their actions.

· Identify important characters in quality works containing several characters and be able to identify who is speaking.

· Identify and explain literary devices such as exaggeration and simile.

· Recognize themes that are explicitly stated in texts.

· Explain why poems are different from other kinds of fiction.
Informational text
· Begin to generate questions that can be answered using text.

· Use organizational text features such as glossary, index, title page, table of contents, charts, diagrams, inserts, and captions.

· Identify answers in the text.

· Begin to make and refine predictions about ideas in the text.

· Follow simple two- or three-step written directions.
A.  READING (CONTINUED)
Persuasive text
· Begin to recognize that the author’s purpose is to persuade the reader.

· Begin to identify the main idea and supporting details.

· Begin to recognize the difference between facts and opinion.
B.  WRITING

Writing process

· Begin to pre-write using graphic organizers or other structures.

· Begin to include an introduction and conclusion.

· Begin to write coherent paragraphs that have supporting sentences.

· Begin to revise original drafts to improve.
· Edit for correct grammar, usage, and mechanics with assistance.

· Produce legible final drafts.
Writing for a variety of purposes
· Begin to write narratives that relate events, ideas, observations, or recollections.

· Begin to write to summarize information from reading, listening, or viewing.
· Begin to write poems.
· Write friendly letters.

· Write four-step directions for completing a task.
C.  RESEARCH PROCESS AND MEDIA
· Identify key words and concepts related to research questions.
· Locate and access information by using organizational features.
· Collect, evaluate, and organize information to address research questions.
· Communicate findings using a variety of print and nonprint sources.
· Demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism and grade appropriate citation.
· Recognize that there are multiple roles and purposes of media including books, advertisements, television, and the Internet.
D.  LANGUAGE

Language

· Use correct forms of nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs.
· Use simple and compound sentences.
· Punctuate correctly for end punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point).

· Capitalize correctly (beginning of sentence, I, proper nouns such as names, days of week, months, states, towns, countries).

· Begin to underline book titles and use quotation marks on chapter headings.

· Spell high frequency grade-level words.

E.  LISTENING AND SPEAKING
Listening and speaking

· Attend and respond appropriately to classmates and adults.

· Use clarifying questions.

· Follow multiple-step oral instructions.
· Explain ideas clearly and respond to questions with appropriate information.
· Speak using eye contact, clear enunciation, and gestures for emphasis and appropriate volume and rate.
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